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In his zeal for the temperance cause, he was
unable to carry the majority of his people with
him, and he was frequently criticised, particularly
in the correspondence columns of the Tablet, He
himself admitted :

" In the Total Abstinence movement the aspira-
tion of our people has been higher than that of
the clergy. The chief discouragement has come
from priests. Every bishop knows the scandals
and sorrows he has in priests, not only in drunk-
ards, but in those who are never seen to be drunk
but are lowered in mind and soul by suspected
and unsuspected drink. And yet some will not
move. I have deliberately made myself * a fool
for Christ's sake ' in this matter, and set my face
as a flint. When I thought in Paris that I might
never come back in 1877, one of my happiest
thoughts was that we had saved many poor
drunkards ! I hope whosoever comes after me
will have the courage to face the criticism of not
the fools only but the half-hearted wise."

Manning was " a Puritan under the purple."
His denunciations of " the drink " reek of the,
conventicle. In one of his letters to Fr. Mathew,
the famous Irish temperance leader, for example,
he wrote : " If we were ever on God's side in a
battle, it is now when we are giving up our
Christian liberty for the salvation of souls." He